ITINERARY FOR THE NEW SOUTH AFRICA (NSA)
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DAILY SUMMARY








Arrive in Johannesburg 6PM.  Chill in Johannesburg for the night at hostel.  Make final preparations for trip; go over papers, documents, maps, gear check, etc.  Finalize arrangements for flights, cars, trains, and lodging reservations on route.  Just chill out, maybe grab some fresh food if not dark yet.


Go on the tour of SoWeTo.  Hang around Rocky St. Backpackers.  Shoot some video.


Take train to Ladysmith and roam around Drakensburg Mts. for a while.


Trans Natal – daily, 6:30PM 18hr Drop at Ladysmith or ESTCOURT R104/69/42


Do some horse riding, fishing, trekking, etc.  Low tech stuff that doesn’t require heavy winter gear (low elevation), as we will be there during the worst part of the winter.  Spend three days in Drakensburg.  Giant’s Castle, Champagne Castle seems pretty cool.  There are San rock paintings in area, good ones at Ndedema Gorge (between Cathedral and Cathkin peaks.   Kamberg Nature Reserve is where the real fishing is done.


On day  7 or so head into the Zulu heartland and check out some of the local Zulu culture.  We should get advice from locals in Johannesburg to know where the good cultural activities and hot spots are.  We shouldn’t spend more than a day or two looking around and making our way to Jeffrey’s Bay.   We may decide to skip KwaZulu/Natal all together, as it is known to be probably the most unsecured region of the New South Africa.  This is where different tribal groups murder, torture, and rape, usually one another, not to mention hostilities towards whites.  One of the Zulu leaders back in the day even signed a treaty allowing for symbiotic settlement with the Boer and proceeded to round all the men, women, and children and put all there heads on stakes throughout the land.  In the south of KwaZulu/Natal is Transkei, the birthplace of Nelson Mandela.  We want to check that out too……….











WANT TO SEE MORE?





JOIN





EXIT TO AFRICA











ACCOMIDATION & OTHER INFORMATION





Rocky St. Backpackers Yeoville


Free airport pick-up 


34-36 Reagent Street


648 8786


Dorm bed R30


 State Forestry Offices (SFO)


Cathedral Peak SF - Ndedema Gorge


SFO (036) 488 1880 


Camping R17


Monk’s Cowl SF - Champagne Castle


SFO (036) 468 1103 


Horseback riding 


Giant’s Castle GR 


Entry R6, each cave an additional R6


Mountain Huts R30, trail fee R12


Horseback R28/hour, overnight R200
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Transportation and Lodging Costs





DATES








June 20 T








June 21 W


June 22 R


June 23 F


June 24 S


June 25 S








June 26 M
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July 19 W


July 20 R





THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND IN THIS COUNTRY





Racial problems


Wet season, elevation changes, and inclement weather while hiking


Bilharzia presence at water sources


Seems like wasted time just to peak out on July 4


EXTREME CAUTION will be required trekking in the Drakensburg, especially in Lesotho


July 4, Independence Day – NOT A GOOD DAY TO BE IN CAPE TOWN, BUSES AND TRAINS, OR WITH A GROUP OF AMERICANS/ FOREIGNERS


Nelson Mandela was born in Mzevo, about 100km southeast of Umtata


Free camping in most wilderness and reserve areas








Estimated Food Cost





MAKE SURE THAT RESERVATIONS FOR TRAINS, YOUTH HOSTELS, CAMPING, HORSEBACK RIDING, ETC ARE MADE IN ADVANCE.








